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Come on in between 8:30-5:30pm M-F to get a set of bus cards. Also, you can call
and request them by mail. Another option is to go to SMTD located at 928 South 9th
ST 8:00 am - 5:00 pm M-F.
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SCIL’s mission is to increase opportunities for equality, integration, and independence for all persons with disabilities through
advocacy, services, and public education.

Exercising Your Right to Vote
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“The greatest lesson of the Disability rights movement is that the moment
you let others speak for you, you lose.”
Ed Roberts
This information was developed
by Equip For Equality under a
grant provided by the Illinois Department of Aging

When Applying for services:
•

Driver’s license facilities

•

Department on Aging Offices

Must register if you:
• Never registered before

•

Department of Healthcare and
Family Services offices

•

Have recently moved

•

•

Changed your name.

Department of Public Health offices

•

Department of Human Services
offices for Divisions of Mental
Health, Developmental Disabilities and Rehabilitation Services

Registration requirements:
•

Must be a U.S. Citizen

•

Must be 18 before the date
of general election

Must live in your precinct at least By Mail: You can obtain the regis30 days before Election Day
tration form in different places, including your local election authority,
or by downloading it from https://
Ways of Registering
www.elections.il.gov
In Person:
*If you register by mail, you must
•

•

Local election authority offices

•

Schools

•

City and village offices

•

Public libraries

•

Township offices

vote in person the first time and
show identification, unless you have
provided sufficient proof of identity
that has been double checked by
the Election Authority.

Continue on Page 2
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The Internet: You can vote online at
https://ova.elections.il.gov. To use this method,
you must have a valid email address and a valid
driver’s license/state ID number. You can check
the status of your registration at https://
www.elections.il.gov by clicking “Registration and
Polling Place Information.”

Election Day by going to an early voting location.
It begins 40 days before an election and continues until the day before Election Day. Before you
vote, check hours and locations for early voting.
By law, all early voting locations must be physically accessible. Also, early voting locations shall
be open during the 15 days before Election Day
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., or 9:00 a.m. to 5:00
Receiving a voter ID confirms registration. If you p.m., on weekdays. During the 8 days before
did not receive an ID card 3 weeks after you reg- Election Day, early voting locations shall be open
from 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., or 9:00 a.m. to 7:00
istered, contact your local election authority.
p.m. on weekdays, and 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
When registering, have at least two forms of
on Saturdays and holidays, and 10:00 a.m. to
Identification, with at least one with your current 4:00 p.m. on Sundays.
address. Examples:
Absentee voting/Vote by mail: Anyone can
• Driver’s license/state ID
vote this way for any reason. You have to request
• Birth certificate
an application by mail, in person, or online from
your local election authority. You must fill out the
• Social Security card
application and return it to the local election au• Library Card
thority in person or by mail. You can request an
absentee ballot 90 days before the election up
• Recent utility bill
until one day before the election if you do it in
• Credit card
person, or five days before the election if you do
• Public assistance ID card (including Medicaid it by mail or online.
card)
Grace Period Registration: If you miss the
deadline for registering to vote, you may still register and vote by using grace period registration
which allows you to register to vote or update your
address through Election Day. It is offered at the
local election authority’s office, at early voting
sites, and at certain polling places on Election
Day. To verify locations and hours for grace period registration, you should contact your local
election authority.
To register to vote using this process, you must
go in person to the election authority’s office or
another location designated by the election authority, AND you must vote at the same time.
Also, you will have to bring two forms of identification
with you, with at least one with your current address.
Ways of Voting

Early Voting: Registered voters can vote before

If you apply in person, you may immediately vote
your absentee ballot in your local election office.
If you apply by mail or online, you will receive a
ballot in the mail. You must fill out the ballot and
return it to the local election authority either by
mail or in person. You must use the envelope
given to you, and you must sign and seal it as
instructed. If you return it by mail, it must be postmarked no later than midnight on the night before
the election. You may receive help marking your
absentee ballot. If you return your completed ballot by mail, the person helping you must sign the
envelope, stating that they assisted you.
Voting in a nursing home: If you are a resident
of a nursing home (and have lived there for more
than 14 days before the election), you may request an absentee ballot. In some instances, inperson absentee voting at the nursing home will
be arranged.

Continue on Page 3
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Senior Celebration cont.
At Our Booth

Holding down the fort were Catherine (left) and Monica (right). Catherine is the Independent
Living Specialist and Monica is the Transition Coordinator.

A puppy decided to join in on the celebration.
Fun Fact: The stress balls and the tote bags were the
most taken item at the booth. Also, the coffee mugs
were gone within 45 minutes.
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Senior Celebration

May 18th, 2022 was the Central Illinois Senior
Celebration at the Orr Building on the Illinois
State Fairgrounds. Seniors had 5 hours to learn
about the different services available. This
year's theme was "Age My Way," which featured
some great exhibitors, health screenings, and
entertainment! Outside the building there a few
food trucks.

AARP
Memorial Home Medical Supply
AgeLinc

Ameren Illinois
The Bridge Care Suites

This Celebration could not have happened with- Thank you to all the sponsors who made this
celebration possible!
out the sponsors;
America Ambulance
Health Alliance
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois.
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If this happens, at least two election judges, one
from each political party, will come to the nursing
home the Friday, Saturday, Sunday or Monday
before Election Day and supervise the voting.
The hours and days for this voting must be posted in a place in the nursing home that is easily
seen.

June 2022

the polling place.

You should call your local election authority to
request curbside voting at least one day before
Election Day. This is the best way to make sure
that you will be able to vote using curbside voting. It may be possible to arrange for curbside
voting on the day of the election, but you should
Voting when you are admitted to a health care call the election authority to ask.
facility less than 14 days before an election:
If you are registered to vote and are admitted to a Assistance with voting: If you need help voting,
hospital, nursing home or rehabilitation center
you can receive help from any person you
less than 14 days before the election, you can
choose, as long as that person is not your emstill vote.
ployer or an officer of a union in which you are a
member. You also cannot receive help from a
You must obtain an “Application for Ballot for
candidate whose name appears on the ballot, unQualified Voter Admitted to Hospital, Nursing
less the candidate is your spouse, parent, child,
Home or Rehabilitation Center” from your local
brother or sister.
election authority and fill it out. Your doctor must
fill out a section of the application and sign the
The person helping you is not allowed to try to
form, too.
influence you to vote in a certain way. That person will have to sign a paper saying that he or
A legal relative or a registered voter who lives in she assisted you.
the same precinct as you can go in person to the
election authority’s office to hand in the form.
You may also ask the election judges for help.
They will be given an absentee ballot to deliver to Two election judges, one from each political paryou and can then vote the absentee ballot and
ty, must assist you in the voting booth. You will
place it in the envelope given to you. The same
have to sign a paper stating that you have reperson who obtained the ballot for you must then quested assistance.
return it to the local election authority before 7
p.m. on Election Day.
Each polling place should also have other things
to help you, including:
You may receive help marking your absentee
• Instructions, printed in large type, displayed at
each registration facility and each polling
ballot. The person helping you must sign the enplace
velope, stating that they assisted you.
• A magnifying lens to place over the booklet
Curbside voting: If you vote on Election Day,
but cannot enter the polling place because it is
not accessible or because you have limited mobility to enter the polling place, you may request
curbside voting.
Two election judges, one from each political party, will bring the ballot out to you. You must be
within 50 feet of the polling place. You will then
mark the ballot and give it back to the election
judges, who will make sure it is counted inside

•

Sample ballots in large type

•

A large-handled stylus, if needed

•

Information by telecommunications devices
for the deaf

•

At least one electronic voting machine
equipped with accessibility features, including
audio mode for people with visual disabilities
Continue on Page 4
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Your vote does make a difference in an election.
If your vote joins enough others in your voting
district or county, your vote will matter. Important
issues are determined by a limited group of voters, making a single vote even more statistically
meaningful.
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voting for people with disabilities. Eve Hill of the
Baltimore law firm Brown Goldstein & Levy and
attorneys at Equip for Equality provided legal representation.

Recently, Illinois Governor J.B. Pritzker signed
legislation mandating every local election authority to provide its voters with disabilities with an acIllinois Board of Elections to Provide Accessi- cessible vote-by-mail option starting with the Noble Vote-By-Mail Option for Blind, Deafblind, vember 2022 general election. This legislation
was prompted by two years of advocacy by a
and Print-Disabled Voters New system to be
group of disability and voting rights advocates led
available for June primary election
by the National Federation of the Blind of Illinois,
Equip for Equality, the Illinois Council of the
Blind, Access Living of Metropolitan Chicago, and
Springfield, Illinois (May 31, 2022): The Illinois
Reform for Illinois. Today’s SBE launch will
State Board of Elections (SBE) announces the
launch of a remote accessible vote-by-mail sys- make it simple and cost-free for Illinois local electem for the June 2022 primary election. This se- tion authorities to provide access earlier – in time
cure system will allow blind, deafblind, and some for the June 2022 primary.
other voters with disabilities to vote-by-mail – pri- “We are thrilled that vote-by-mail is a reality for
vately and independently – just as all other Illinois our blind community,” said Marilyn Green, presivoters can. It allows them to securely receive
dent of the National Federation of the Blind of Illiand mark their ballots electronically at home, in- nois. “People who are blind, deafblind, or have
stead of forcing them to rely on help from others other print disabilities can vote privately and indeor travel to vote at polling places, where they
pendently in the June 2022 primary and beyond.
could be exposed to COVID-19.
We are thankful to all who joined in the effort to
For example, blind and deafblind voters cannot
read or mark paper ballots without having a sighted person assist them, which deprives them of an
independent, private vote. The new SBE system
will allow such voters to use their own screen
reader technology, which voices digital content or
displays it on a Braille device, to mark their ballots at home. This system will also help voters
who, for instance, have manual disabilities that
prevent them from marking paper ballots with
writing utensils.

bring accessible vote-by-mail to Illinois.”

Today’s SBE launch is the result of a partnership
with and advocacy by the National Federation of
the Blind of Illinois, an affiliate of the transformative membership and advocacy organization of
blind Americans, and Equip for Equality, an Illinois nonprofit organization mandated under the
Help America Vote Act to promote accessible

“Ensuring the right to vote for all Illinois voters is
the mission of the State Board of Elections and
the 108 local election authorities who conduct the
state’s elections,” said Bernadette Matthews, executive director of the Illinois State Board of Elections.
Continue on Page 5

”The COVID-19 pandemic made voting by mail a
critical option for all Illinois citizens,” said Zena
Naiditch, President and CEO of Equip for Equality. “Courts around the country have found that
accessible vote-by-mail is required under the
Americans with Disabilities Act. These actions by
Governor Pritzker and the State Board of Elections will help bring Illinois’ system into line with
these federal requirements and ensure the civil
rights of voters with disabilities.”
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“Allowing voters with print disabilities to vote independently is a major step for elections in Illinois.”

Founded in 1940, the NFB is the transformative
membership and advocacy organization of blind
Americans with affiliates, chapters, and divisions
The application period to vote-by-mail is already in the fifty states, Washington DC, and Puerto
Rico. We believe in the hopes and dreams of
open. Voters interested in voting by mail using
blind people and work together to transform them
this new SBE system must contact their local
county clerk or other election authority. Local au- into reality. Learn more about our many programs and initiatives at nfb.org
thority contact information is available on the
SBE website (elections.il.gov). The SBE has es- Equip for Equality is a private, not-for-profit entitablished an Ombudsperson to help answer
ty that advances the human and civil rights of
questions or facilitate problems encountered by
children and adults with disabilities in Illinois. The
persons with disabilities attempting to vote in the organization is designated to administer the fedJune 2022 Illinois Primary Election. That Omerally mandated Protection and Advocacy Sysbudsperson is Jordan Andrew, Deputy General
tem to safeguard the rights of people with all
Counsel & ADA Coordinator, who can be
types of disabilities in Illinois. Congress designatreached at jandrew@elections.il.gov and phone ed Equip for Equality, as the Illinois Protection
217-782-4003.
and Advocacy System, to promote full participation to people with disabilities in the electoral proFor more information, contact:
cess. For more information, visit
Illinois State Board of Elections – Matt Diewww.equipforequality.org
trich, Public Information Officer: mdiewww.equipforequality.org/issues/voting
trich@elections.il.gov, (217) 558-1955
National Federation of the Blind of Illinois -Marilyn Green, President: president@nfbofillinois.org, 312-343-8396
Equip for Equality – Bebe Novich, Senior Attorney, Voting Rights: bebe@equipforequality.org,
312-895-7262
########
The Illinois State Board of Elections is an independent state agency charged with the responsibility of having general supervision over
the administration of election laws of the State of
Illinois. Elections are administered locally by the
State’s 108 election authorities. For more information, visit https://www.elections.il.gov/:
The National Federation of the Blind (NFB),
headquartered in Baltimore, defends the rights of
blind people of all ages and provides information
and support to families with blind children, older
Americans who are losing vision, and more.

“Vote as if you life depends on it...because it
does.”
Justin Dart
“If people with disabilities want to change the policies and practices of government, which oppress
and marginalize them, they must exercise their
right and responsibility to be active participants in
the political process. That’s where their power
lies.”
Ann Ford, First lady of Independent living
“An election without full participation of people
with disabilities is a disabled election. Our place
is at the polls.”
David Munroe, Program Director of SCIL

